Learning Council Meeting Minutes, May 12, 2017

Ryan Shook, Sydney LaRose, Claire Virgen-Silva, Anna , Mohua Chatterjee, Jan Bernstein-Chargin, Carina Cisneros, Annette Gutierrez, Susan Sweeney,  Doug Achterman, Omar Lopez, Kathleen Rose.


Dreamers Task Force: 
Created as a response to election, and fears about what the future would hold. Students were making plans to change their education and work goals based on forecasted changes.

First question from group: Who is interested in being in ally? 
33 of those who signed up indicated a desire to do more training.
AB540 training in January—22 attended (at capacity). Got training about the law, about DACA, Dreamers, undocumented—definitions of all these terms, as well as the rights in California—which is more available through AB540—eligible for BOG waiver, etc…

Decided to meet monthly…additional interest in more training.
2 subgroups: Kimberly Smith: Hope Space  idea:  creating a space where students have hope about their future here…

If we create a space, and by default students feel vulnerable, how do we do that?

Subgroup focused on training:  financial aid, definitions for beginners, 
Disseminate information about outside training.

Summer: create a Gav. College resource guide

1 hour training for convocation

2 resolutions in support of undocumented students…

Key to those resolutions was reminding us of our rights and protections.

Dreamers web site has been created as a portal for information…

Dreamers Task Force includes 30 individuals…

“Know Your Rights” cards—shows rights, but also includes Gav logo to show the institution supports this.

Brochure: EOPS/Calworks:  supports programs that support Dreamers.

Next steps: challenge: make sure that work is visible..
At a minimum, people know how to refer…

Meetings: 1st Friday of every month…generally… 
Send Carina Cisneros an e-mail. BU118 usually.  

Undocumented students ARE eligible for EOPS—

1 hour training: 
What would be the best information to learn in this one hour?
Financial aid , ways to support students? 
How to talk about it in a sensitive manner, giving right information—
Refresher on FERPA.
Theme for convocation: how do we get engagement? 
How do we bring ourselves to the table in an engaged way?
Laptops plus access to internet/data…

Extending message to others in community so 

Space is limited…
To locate a resource center:  what would it look like, how would it be staffed, what would the purpose for that center be…

Overlapping needs with LGBTQ…

A physical space helps show a need.

How do we make our work more visible to students?

Homelessness:

Hungry and Homeless in College: study. Nationally, 14% community college students homeless.  In CA, nearly 50% community college students experience housing insecurity…

High risk: former foster youth, and students with children…

Hard to reach out because of a stigma.
Students have a right to use showers here…

· How do we best serve? 
· Do we need to do additional outreach?
· How can we better define the population?
· How can we know how effective we are?

Legislative mandate to provide shower access to registered students at CC’s. Is this advertised on our campus?

Some of the goals:
· Raise awareness
· gather research
· see what other colleges have done
· understand the scope of our situation
· understand which populations are impacted, how it plays out regionally…

· Where can we begin to leverage additional efforts

· Research to determine breadth, depth scope—for shedding light on how to better address this issue as a community.

· As it becomes more and more in focus, then we take action…

· Write something for equity, get some seed money…
· IBM has a think-tank

Appreciative inquiry:
[bookmark: _GoBack]What efforts are already undertaken at Gavilan? How can we build on those? 





