& GAVILAN COLLEGE

5055 Santa Teresa Blvd
Gilroy, CA 95023

Course Outline

COURSE: PHIL7B DIVISION: 10 ALSO LISTED AS:

TERM EFFECTIVE: Summer 2026

SHORT TITLE: MODERN PHILOSOPHY

LONG TITLE: Modern Philosophy

Units Number of Weeks Type Contact Hours/Week Total Contact Hours/Units
3 18 Lecture: 3 54 / 3 Units of Lecture
Lab: 0 0
Other: 0 0
Total: 3 54
Out of Class Hrs: 108.00

Total Learning Hrs: 162.00

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is a historical survey of modern European thought and examines its influence on important
philosophical disciplines such as Latin American Philosophy and Existentialism. The course starts with Rene
Descartes ("l think, therefore | am") and ends with Friedrich Nietzsche ("What does not kill me makes me
stronger"). We will also examine the famous divide between rationalism (truth based on reason) and
empiricism (truth based on experience). (C-ID: PHIL 140).

CREDIT STATUS: D - Credit - Degree Applicable

GRADING MODES
L - Standard Letter Grade

REPEATABILITY: N - Course may not be repeated

SCHEDULE TYPES:
02 - Lecture and/or discussion
05 - Hybrid
71 - Dist. Ed Internet Simultaneous
72 - Dist. Ed Internet Delayed
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of this course, a student should:

1. Reflect on how major philosophical systems helped us understand life but also made it harder for less
well-known thinkers to be heard.

2. Understand and show, in writing and presentations, how modern philosophy influenced marginalized
philosophies.

3. Articulate the debate between empiricists and rationalists, while connecting to contemporary debates
about identity, through essays and discussion.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this course, a student should:

1. Understand the scope of modern philosophy as it moved through Europe, various literary circles, and
colonized areas.

2. Analyze the clash and reception of dominant philosophical perspectives and marginalized philosophical
systems already in place.

3. Distinguish the key differences and similarities of the empirical tradition, the rationalist tradition, and how
the critical movement spread beyond that traditional

binary.

COURSE CONTENT:

Lecture Content Based on Canonical Readings:

1) Descartes, "Meditations"

2) Descartes, "Meditations" and debate with Princess Elisabeth of the Palatinate

3) Hobbes, "The Leviathan"

4) Leibniz, "The Monadology"

5) Locke, "An Essay Concerning Human Understanding"”

6) Berkeley, "Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonus"

7) Hume, "An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding”

8) Hume, "Treatise of Human Nature"

9) Sophie de Grouchy and the Moral Sentimentalists

10) Kant, "Critique of Pure Reason"

11) Kant, "Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals"

12) Hegel, Lordship and Bondage from "Phenomenology of Spirit"

13) Kierkegaard, "Crop Rotation"

14) Nietzsche, "The Gay Science"

15) The Nietzsche Effect: Jose Ortega y Gasset, Maria Zambrano's "Delirium and Destiny" and Vitalism
16) Existentialism and Feminism: Simone de Beauvaoir, "Ethics of Ambiguity" and "The Second Sex"
Final Exam
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METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

Lectures Group discussions In-class journals short essays term paper exams (mini-quizzes, midterm, and
final) Presentations

OUT OF CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:

Required Outside Hours 36

Assignment Description

Read textbook, PDF readings, and study for exams.

Required Outside Hours 36
Assignment Description

Written homework. Examples: Short essay on explaining Kant's "synthetic a priori" and if it solves Hume's
division between matters of fact/relations of ideas and analytic/synthetic statements.

Required Outside Hours 36
Assignment Description

Research and write term papers. Example: Students will write an essay in which they assess Descartes's
debate with Princess Elisabeth to evaluate if he successfully countered her critiques of his points on
mind/body dualism.

METHODS OF EVALUATION:
Writing assignments
Evaluation Percent 70
Evaluation Description

50% - 75%

Written homework;

Essay exams;

Term papers;

Group writing assignments

Problem-solving assignments
Evaluation Percent 20
Evaluation Description

10% - 20%

Quizzes; Exams

Objective examinations
Evaluation Percent 10
Evaluation Description
0% - 10%

True/False;
Completion
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REPRESENTATIVE TEXTBOOKS:

A New Modern Philosophy: The Inclusive Anthology of Primary Sources, Gwendolyn Marshall, Susanne J.
Sreedhar, Routledge, 2023 or a comparable textbook/material.

ISBN: 9781032523835
Rationale: This is a classic text that covers canonical thinkers of Western Philosophy.
13 Grade Verified by: Jesus Ramirez

ARTICULATION and CERTIFICATE INFORMATION
GAV GE:
GAV C2
GAV Area 3
CSU GE:
CSu Cc2
IGETC:
IGETC 3B
CALGETC:
CALGETC Area 3B
CSU TRANSFER:
Transferable CSU

UC TRANSFER:
Transferable UC

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA:

Basic Skills: N

Classification: Y

Noncredit Category: Y

Cooperative Education:

Program Status: 1 Program Applicable
Special Class Status: N

C-ID: PHIL 140

Prior to College Level: Y

Non Credit Enhanced Funding: N
Funding Agency Code: Y

In-Service: N

Occupational Course: E

Maximum Hours:

Minimum Hours:

Course Control Number: CCC000456151
Sports/Physical Education Course: N
Taxonomy of Program: 150900

CIP: 380101
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