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5055 Santa Teresa Blvd 

Gilroy, CA  95023 

 

 

Course Outline 

  

COURSE:   PHIL 7A  DIVISION:   10  ALSO LISTED AS:     

  

TERM EFFECTIVE:   Summer 2026   CURRICULUM APPROVAL DATE: 05/12/2026 

  

SHORT TITLE: ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY 

  

LONG TITLE: Ancient Philosophy 

  

Units Number of Weeks Type Contact Hours/Week Total Contact Hours/Units 

3 18 Lecture:  3 54 / 3 Units of Lecture 

  Lab: 0 0 

  Other:  0 0 

  Total: 3 54 

 

Out of Class Hrs: 108.00  

Total Learning Hrs:  162.00 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

  

This course takes students on a historical and philosophical adventure through ancient philosophy. The 
class covers questions like "What is everything?" and "What is real?" by analyzing what thinkers such as 
Thales, Pythagoras, Diotima, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, Epictetus, Plotinus, and Hypatia thought 
about existence and what it means. Through such major figures, students will read and understand concepts 
of reality, truth, right and wrong, value, and even basic ideas of motion with questions like "What is 
movement?" (C-ID: PHIL 130).   

  

CREDIT STATUS: D - Credit - Degree Applicable 

  

GRADING MODES 

 L - Standard Letter Grade 

  

REPEATABILITY: N - Course may not be repeated 

  

SCHEDULE TYPES: 

 02 - Lecture and/or discussion 

 05 - Hybrid 

 71 - Dist. Ed Internet Simultaneous 

 72 - Dist. Ed Internet Delayed 
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

By the end of this course, a student should: 

1. Explain and evaluate the use of logic, metaphysics, epistemology, axiology, aesthetics, ethics, and 
spirituality from Thales to Hypatia. 

2. Identify significant theories and analyze the development of common themes from Pre-Socratic 
philosophy to Post-Neoplatonic thought. 

3. Create connections between one's personal, social, and philosophical worldviews to the worldviews of 
ancient philosophers. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

By the end of this course, a student should: 

1. Locate progressions and digressions of philosophical concepts like monism and pluralism through ancient 
philosophy. 

2. Demonstrate theoretical knowledge and practical ability to note differences and similarities among various 
historical figures in philosophy. 

3. Construct philosophical bridges between contemporary problems of existence, society, identity, and value 
to ancient thought. 

  

COURSE CONTENT: 

Curriculum Approval Date: 05/12/2026 

1) The Pre-Socratic Monists 

2) The Pre-Socratic Pluralists 

3) Growing Issues Between Rationalism and Empiricism 

4) The Rise of Logos, the Rhetoric, and the Sophists 

5) Socrates' Response to the Sophists 

6) Socrates' Teacher, Diotima, and the Death of Socrates 

7) Plato's Dialogues 

8) Growing Issues in Platonic Philosophy 

9) On Aristotle's Disagreement with Plato 

10) Aristotle's Philosophy 

11) Aristotle's Ethics 

12) The Stoics 

13) The Cynics 

14) The Epicureans 

15) Plotinus and the Rise of Neo-Platonism 

16) The Seldom Told Story of Hypatia and Her Contribution to Philosophical Thought 

Final Exam. 
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METHODS OF INSTRUCTION: 

Lectures Discussions Heavy group text analysis Translation exercises Short essays Term paper In-class 
journals. 

 

OUT OF CLASS ASSIGNMENTS: 

Required Outside Hours 36 

Assignment Description 

Short essays and term papers. 

 

Required Outside Hours 72 

Assignment Description 

Reading the course text and various secondary sources. 
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METHODS OF EVALUATION: 

Writing assignments 

Evaluation Percent 45 

Evaluation Description 

45% - 60% 

Written homework; 

Essay exams; 

Term papers; 

Other: group writing assignments 

 

Problem-solving assignments 

Evaluation Percent  30 

Evaluation Description 

30% - 45% 

Quizzes; 

Exams 

 

Skill demonstrations 

Evaluation Percent 15 

Evaluation Description 

15% - 20% 

Class performance 

 

Objective examinations 

Evaluation Percent 5 

Evaluation Description 

5% - 10% 

True/false; 

Completion 

 

Other methods of evaluation 

Evaluation Percent 5 

Evaluation Description 

5% - 10% 

Group Work 

  

REPRESENTATIVE TEXTBOOKS: 

Ancient Philosophy: A New History of Western Philosophy Volume 1, Anthony Kenny, Oxford University 
Press, 2007 or a comparable textbook/material. 

ISBN: 9780198752721 

Rationale: This is the most comprehensive and up-to-date anthology of ancient philosophy. 

13+ Grade Verified by: Publisher 
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ARTICULATION and CERTIFICATE INFORMATION 

 GAV GE: 

  GAV C2 

  GAV Area 3 

  

 CSU GE: 

  CSU C2 

  

 IGETC: 

  IGETC 3B 

  

 CALGETC: 

  CALGETC Area 3B 

  

 CSU TRANSFER: 

  Transferable CSU 

   

 UC TRANSFER: 

  Transferable UC 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA: 

Basic Skills: N 

Classification: Y 

Noncredit Category: Y 

Cooperative Education: 

Program Status: 1 Program Applicable 

Special Class Status: N 

C-ID: PHIL 130 

Prior to College Level: Y 

Non Credit Enhanced Funding: N 

Funding Agency Code: Y 

In-Service: N 

Occupational Course: E 

Course Control Number: CCC000439826 

Sports/Physical Education Course: N 

Taxonomy of Program: 150900 

CIP: 380101 

  

 


