& GAVILAN COLLEGE

5055 Santa Teresa Blvd
Gilroy, CA 95023

Course Outline

COURSE: PHIL1 DIVISION: 10 ALSO LISTED AS:

TERM EFFECTIVE: Summer 2025 CURRICULUM APPROVAL DATE: 06/10/2025

SHORT TITLE: INTRO PHILOSOPHY

LONG TITLE: Introduction to Philosophy

Units Number of Weeks Type Contact Hours/Week Total Contact Hours
3 18 Lecture: 3 54
Lab: 0 0
Other: 0 0
Total: 3 54
Out of Class Hrs: 108.00

Total Learning Hrs: 162.00

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Philosophy 1 examines significant questions about existence (Why is there something instead of nothing?),
identity (Who am 1?), knowledge (How do | know what | know?), reality (What is real?), ethics (What is the
right thing to do?), value (What is value?), society (What are the social forces that control me?), and justice
(What is justice?). Students will read texts by thinkers from contemporary, modern, and ancient times.
Students will discuss current events and apply philosophical questions and concepts to their personal
experiences, social issues, literature, and film. (C-ID: PHIL 100) ADVISORY: Eligible for English C1000.

CREDIT STATUS: D - Credit - Degree Applicable

GRADING MODES
L - Standard Letter Grade

REPEATABILITY: N - Course may not be repeated

SCHEDULE TYPES:
02 - Lecture and/or discussion
05 - Hybrid
71 - Dist. Ed Internet Simultaneous
72 - Dist. Ed Internet Delayed
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of this course, a student should:

1. Identify and evaluate philosophical methods and questions, including argumentation, conceptual analysis,
critical reading, and assumption questioning.

2. ldentify and conceptualize the perennial problems and views from the history of philosophy and the
general areas of philosophy, including Metaphysics (theories of

reality), Epistemology (theories of knowledge), Axiology (Ethics, Aesthetics, and Political Philosophy), and
Logic.

3. Identify original thinkers from a variety of traditions and philosophical communities while creating original
connections/ideas that express concepts from axiology,

ethics, epistemology, ontology, metaphysics, and existentialism.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this course, a student should:

1. Describe the reactionary, historical, and thematic relationships of thinkers posing similar philosophical
questions throughout the history of philosophy by identifying

themes, reactions, and questions among ancient and modern philosophers.

2. Explain differences among philosophers from various traditions and regions through assessing similarities
and distinctions within their respective metaphysics,

epistemologies, ethics, and aesthetic values.

3. Generate and articulate new ideas that bridge one's life to philosophical questions by creating, writing and
discussing new connections that are unique to one's

perspective and life.
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COURSE CONTENT:
Curriculum Approval Date: 06/10/2025

Note: Titles in quotes mean the student will be provided with a PDF via Canvas of original philosophical text
for in-class textual analysis and take-home reading.

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Introductions and basic definitions/sub-disciplines in philosophy (epistemology, ethics, ontology,
axiology, etc.)

Discussion Questions: What do you think philosophy means? What does ?ignorance is bliss? mean? What
are your thoughts on the following quote from Portuguese philosopher, Fernando Pessoa: ?1 am the bridge
between what | don?t have and what | don?t want??

Assignment: In-class Journal

Lecture: Pre-Socratic philosophers (Thales, Parmenides, Heraclitus, Zeno)

Discussion Question: What do you think everything is? Is everything one or many?

3 HOURS

Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: The Pluralists: Empedocles to Democritus

Discussion Question: Do you tend to believe in what you see or what you can reason as being true?
Assignment: In-class Journal

Lecture: The Sophists and the rise of Socrates on the Athenian stage.

Discussion Questions: Who are the modern-day Sophists? Why do you think they are Sophists? What does
it take to be a Sophist?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Socrates and the ?Allegory of the Cave?

Discussion Questions: Have you ever had a ?Cave Moment? in which you were shocked about a
realization? What was it like and how did you deal with it?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Socrates his un-apologetic ?Apology?

Discussion Questions: What does ?the unexamined life is not worth living? mean to you? Do you think
examining life is worth the trouble it can cause? Why or why not?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Plato and the Forms in ?Phaedo?

Discussion Questions: What?s a form? What is the ideal version of who you are? Is there a form of your
personal/social identity? Are you the ideal version of yourself?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Plato and ?Phaedo? continued

Discussion Questions: What is learning? What does it mean for you to be a learner? Are you a vessel that
the teacher puts information into? Do you teach the teacher and make the teacher the learner?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Aristotle and his ?Metaphysics?

Discussion Questions: Does everyone desire to know? What do you think of Dr. Martin Luther King?s quote,
?Nothing pains people more than to think?? What do you think Aristotle would say about this?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Aristotle and the ?Nicomachean Ethics? and ?Fear? from his Rhetoric lecture

Discussion Questions: In your life, does fear prevent you from being virtuous? In what way does this
happen?
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COURSE CONTENT(CONTINUED):

3 HOURS

Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Epicureanism and the pleasure-seeking side of life AND Stoicism?s sense of resignation

Discussion Questions: In what way does seeking pleasure help or hurt you in your life? Should you only
care about what you can control in life as the Stoics recommend?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Neoplatonism and trying to reach the Absolute

Discussion Questions: Is logic/reason the only way to realize the truth? Do you think that Neoplatonism
recalls the distinction between subjectivity and objectivity?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Film viewing: Agora directed by Alejandro Amenabar. About Hypatia, the Neoplatonic thinker who
was persecuted for teaching philosophy and not the incoming Christian doctrine.

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Film viewing: Agora continued

Discussion Questions: What do you think of the lack of representation of women in the field of philosophy?
Does Hypatia’s role in philosophy shed light on why women are underrepresented in this field?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy, starting with St. Augustine

Discussion Questions: What did the advent of Christianity (religion) signal for philosophy? Do you think
philosophy and religion are compatible? Do you see current issues that highlight their compatibility or
incompatibility?

Assignment: In-class Journal

Lecture: Encyclopediasts, Scotus, and Anselm

Discussion Questions: Do binary schemas and distinctions help you understand philosophy? What
significance do such distinctions have when it comes to how you think about the world? What implications
are there for race, gender, and ability/disability?

3 HOURS

Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Muslim and Jewish Philosophies

Discussion Question: Can religion be philosophical? If yes or no, please explain why.
Assignment: In-class Journal

Lecture: Aquinas and Okham?s Razor

Discussion Questions: How is philosophy helped by Okham?s Razor? How would you apply Okham?s
Razor to religious explanations for the existence of God(s) or the origin of life? Why did Aquinas borrow from
Aristotle? Did his borrowing work on swaying your opinion either way about the existence of God?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Part 1 of Descartes and his ?Meditations?

Discussion Question: Thinking about Descartes?s Evil Genius, in what way do you think you?ve been
fooled/tricked into believing something to be real/true?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Part 2 of Descartes and his correspondence with Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia
Discussion Questions: Did Descartes successfully answer Princess Elisabeth?s criticisms? Why or why not?
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COURSE CONTENT(CONTINUED):

3 HOURS

Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz and the silencing of women in philosophy

Discussion Questions: How does Sor Juana demonstrate women can and ought to practice philosophy?
How does she use gender roles and expectations in her arguments?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: The Moral Sentimentalists: Hume, Smith, and Sophie de Grouchy

Discussion Questions: Should we base morality off how we feel? Should we use logic in a strict sense?
What would a combination of both look like to you?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Part 1 of Kant ? His metaphysics and epistemology

Discussion Questions: In groups, explain Kant?s synthetic a priori: What is it? Does it successfully marry
synthetic and a priori knowledge?

Assignment: In-class Journal

Lecture: Part 2 of Kant ? Ethics

Discussion Question: Is lying always wrong?

3 HOURS

Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Hegel’s dialectical thinking and the unfolding of history through forces

Discussion Questions: What are movements/social forces that demonstrate a push/pull dynamic? How does
history unfold from such conflict? Do you think the strife between two opposing forces is important to reach
truth?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Kierkegaard and the subjective commitment to truth.

Discussion Questions: Is truth subjective or objective? Is passion required for the acquistion of truth? Per
Kierkegaard, how right is he when he talks about the necessity of boredom to reaching a philosophical
truth? How has boredom helped you?

Term paper due on comparing/contrasting philosophers on a particular subject of interest to student.
3 HOURS

Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Nietzsche and ?Truthiness?

Discussion Questions: What is overcoming and how does Nietzsche view our relationship to truth as it has
been described by previous philosophers? What are his critiques?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Nietzsche and Ethics

Discussion Questions: What does Nietzsche say about morality? How does he contrast it with values? In
what way are human beings value creators?

3 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Analytic Philosophers versus Continental Philosophers?

Discussion Questions: Acting as if there were a debate between continental and analytic philosophers, what
is the main beef that they have with each other? How can their epistemological tension be resolved? Can it
be resolved?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Ludwig Wittgenstein and the problems of philosophy being solved

Discussion Questions: Is everything just a language game? What would it mean to you if we concluded that
all the social/philosophical problems we have are just issues with different meanings we attach to
things/concepts?
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COURSE CONTENT(CONTINUED):

3 HOURS

Assignment: Reading quiz

Lecture: Jose Ortega y Gasset, Maria Zambrano, and Julian Marias

Discussion Questions: What is a philosophy of life? Should we despair at the idea that we are the only ones
who have the power to decide our lives? Should we rejoice?

Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Latin American and Latinx Philosophy

Discussion Question: After watching a video about current Latinx philosophers, what are some differences
you notice regarding the philosophical content they currently discuss versus what this class has discussed
all semester?

4 HOURS
Assignment: Reading quiz
Lecture: Martin Heidegger and Edmund Husserl

Discussion Question: Practice the phenomenological reduction on any object around you. What do you
conclude about the relationship you have with the object after removing your natural attitudes?

Assignment: Reading quiz
Assignment: In-class Journal
Lecture: Existentialism and Simone de Beauvoir

Discussion Question: From what position does an existentialist understand the meaning of life? How does
Simone de Beauvoir think we do this?

2 HOURS
Final examination and final term paper.

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

Methods may include, but are not limited to:

1) Using the Socratic Method to focus on student feedback

2) Placing students in small groups to create a safe and familiar environment for learning
3) Showing films, video clips, and examining them to assess their philosophical value

4) Writing short in-class journals to prime students for discussion

5) Producing term papers to build dialectical thinking and writing skills.
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OUT OF CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:
Required Outside Hours 49
Assignment Description

With roughly 25 days of assigned readings, a student should spend at least 2 hours of active reading for
each reading assignment.

Required Outside Hours 3
Assignment Description
Study time for final should be at least 3 hours prior to exam.

Required Outside Hours 5
Assignment Description
Study time for quizzes should be at least 30 minutes each.

Required Outside Hours 15
Assignment Description

There are 15 in-class writing assignments. Preparation before class for the in-class writing assignments
should be at least 1 hour for each assignment.

Required Outside Hours 36
Assignment Description

One term paper. This paper requires thinking, preparation, research, reading, writing, and proofreading
before final online submission. The paper should be 5 to 8 pages, requiring 36 hours of commitment. It
should be emphasized that the student will spend many hours thinking about their topic.

METHODS OF EVALUATION:
Evaluation Percent 100
Evaluation Description

Evaluation and assessment methods may include, but are not limited to, in-class journals, presentations,
term papers, short essays, exams, weekly discussions, individual and/or group projects, presentations,
creative production, and self-evaluations. Writing, research, and individual and/or group projects will include
rubrics. The rubrics will allow the instructor to assess student progress and concept application. Students
will be expected to show connections between their personal and social identity, social structures and
processes, and general philosophical questions regarding existence, ethics, reality, and knowledge.
Students will be expected to support writing, research, and arguments with evidence from academic
sources.

REPRESENTATIVE TEXTBOOKS:
Looking at Philosophy, Donald Palmer, McGraw Hill, 2024 or a comparable textbook/material.
ISBN: 1264600283

Rationale: This text helps Introduction to Philosophy students on two levels: 1) It demystifies philosophy as
being an exclusive club of thinkers and makes their ideas accessible and relatable; 2) The text clearly and
comically explains the historical reactions, progress, and problems of philosophy in such a way that the
student is eager to learn more through their own research and through class/group textual analysis (PDF
supplementary readings provided by the instructor through Canvas).

12 Grade Verified by: Jesus H. Ramirez
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ARTICULATION and CERTIFICATE INFORMATION
Associate Degree:
GAV C2
CSU GE:
CSuU C2
IGETC:
IGETC 3B
CSU TRANSFER:
Transferable CSU
UC TRANSFER:
Transferable UC

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA:

Basic Skills: N

Classification: Y

Noncredit Category: Y

Cooperative Education:

Program Status: 1 Program Applicable
Special Class Status: N

CAN: PHIL2

CAN Sequence: XXXXXXXX

C-ID: (PHIL 100)

Prior to College Level: Y

Non Credit Enhanced Funding: N
Funding Agency Code: Y

In-Service: N

Occupational Course: E

Course Control Number: CCC000246752
Sports/Physical Education Course: N
Taxonomy of Program: 150900
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