& GAVILAN COLLEGE

5055 Santa Teresa Blvd
Gilroy, CA 95023

Course Outline

COURSE: HIST 21 DIVISION: 10 ALSO LISTED AS: ART 21

TERM EFFECTIVE: Summer 2026 CURRICULUM APPROVAL DATE: 02/10/2026

SHORT TITLE: ANCIENT AMERICAS

LONG TITLE: Ancient Americas: A History through Art

Units Number of Weeks Type Contact Hours/Week Total Contact Hours/Units
3 18 Lecture: 3 54 / 3 Units of Lecture
Lab: 0 0
Other: 0 0
Total: 3 54
Out of Class Hrs: 108.00

Total Learning Hrs: 162.00

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

A critical survey of history through the arts of pre- Columbian natives of North, Central, and South America.
The course will cover major societies and events from the appearance of major civilizations through the
initial colonization efforts of European nations. Due to the distinct history of the Americas, this course uses
the arts - architecture, sculpture, ceramics and painting, among others - of ancient societies as a primary
source material. This course has the option of a letter grade or pass/no pass. This course is also listed as
ART 21. (C-ID: ARTH 145).

CREDIT STATUS: D - Credit - Degree Applicable

GRADING MODES
L - Standard Letter Grade
P - Pass/No Pass

REPEATABILITY: N - Course may not be repeated

SCHEDULE TYPES:
02 - Lecture and/or discussion
05 - Hybrid
71 - Dist. Ed Internet Simultaneous
72 - Dist. Ed Internet Delayed
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of this course, a student should:

1. Recognize and identify examples of major architecture, artisan goods, painting and sculpture noting
contributions of the major cultures and eras.

This SLO addresses cultural diversity

2. ldentify and describe the role Art has played in the development of ancient civilizations of the Americas.
Outline range of cultures and art forms.

This SLO addresses cultural diversity

3. Denote social, economic and political structures as interpreted by scholars reflected in limited remains of
indigenous peoples of the Americas.

This SLO addresses cultural diversity

4. Interpret and demonstrate the historical, philosophical, and technical contributions of various cultures.
Explain and analyze how and where cultures were

influenced by others, and distinguish from distinct cultural practices.
This SLO addresses cultural diversity

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this course, a student should:

1. Denote social, economic, and political structures as interpreted by scholars reflected in the limited
remains of indigenous peoples of the Americas. Analyze,

discuss, and distinguish the roles of art, architecture, and the artist from the art historical periods covered in
this course.

2. Interpret and demonstrate the historical, philosophical, and technical contributions of various cultures.
Explain and analyze how and where cultures were

influenced by others, and distinguish them from distinct cultural practices. Analyze, discuss and assess the
cultural heritage and influences of the Ancient

Americas on current-day art and culture across the Americas.

3. Identify examples of major architecture, artisan goods, painting, and sculpture noting contributions of the
major cultures and eras. interpreted by scholars reflected

in the limited remains of indigenous peoples of the Americas. Be able to know the differences between many
cultures and their art forms. Identify, examine, and

assess representative works of art and architecture from the art historical periods covered in this course
employing appropriate art historical terminology

4. |dentify and describe the role art has played in the development of ancient civilizations of the Americas.
Outline the range of cultures and art forms. Analyze,

discuss, and differentiate works of art and architecture from the periods covered in terms of historical context
and cultural values. Remove student will be able to.
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COURSE CONTENT:
Curriculum Approval Date: 02/10/2026

4 HOURS Lecture: Introduction to course, text, materials, assignments and evaluation / Overall view of the
evolution of

early art forms. Recognize major ancient artworks and art forms.

4HOURS Lecture: Lost Cities of the Amazon (Cave Art), South America 13,000 BCE (Los Manos), North
America 6,000 BCE ? 1,000 BCE (Bannerstones)

Compare and contrast artworks and recognize major ancient art.

4 HOURS Lecture: Content & Meaning / Olmec (1500 to 400 BCE)

Compare and contrast artworks created during the Olmec (1500 to 400 BCE)
4 HOURS Lecture: Pre-Classic Mayan (1800 BCE ? 250 BCE)

Pre-Classic Mayan (1800 BCE ? 250 BCE)

Compare and contrast artworks of Pre-Classic Mayan (1800 BCE ? 250 BCE). Recognize major Pre-Classic
Mayan (1800 BCE ? 250 BCE) artworks.

4 HOURS Lecture: Chavin (900 to 250 BCE) Paracas (700 BCE-200 BCE)

Compare and contrast Chavin (900 to 250 BCE) and Paracas (700 BCE-200 BCE). Recognize major Chavin
(900 to 250 BCE) and Paracas (700 BCE-200 BCE) times.

4 HOURS Lecture: Zapotecs (700 BCE ? 700 CE)

Recognize major Zapotecs (700 BCE ? 700 CE) art.

2 Hours Midterm Project

4 HOURS Lecture: Nazca (100 BCE ? 800 CE) and Middle Woodland (200 BCE ? 500 CE)
Recognize major Nazca (100 BCE ? 800 CE) and Middle Woodland (200 BCE ? 500 CE) art.
4 HOURS Lecture: Wari (600 CE ? 1100 CE) and Moche (100 CE ? 800 CE) art.

Recognize a variety of Wari (600 CE ? 1100 CE) and Moche (100 CE ? 800 CE) art. Compare and contrast
a variety Wari (600 CE ? 1100 CE) and Moche (100 CE ? 800 CE) art.

3 HOURS Lecture: Maya Classic Period (250 CE ? 900 CE)
Compare and contrast Maya Classic Period (250 CE ? 900 CE) art.
3 HOURS Lecture: Teotihuacan (100 CE ? 700 CE) art.

Compare and contrast Teotihuacan (100 CE ? 700 CE) art.

3 HOURS Lecture: Maya Post Classic Period (950 CE ? 1539 CE) and Ancestral Puebloans (700 CE ? 1300
CE) art.

Compare and contrast Maya Post Classic Period (950 CE ? 1539 CE) and Ancestral Puebloans (700 CE ?
1300 CE) art.

3 HOURS Lecture: Inca Empire (1438 CE ? 1533 CE) art.
Compare and contrast Inca Empire (1438 CE ? 1533 CE) art.

3 HOURS Lecture: Mixtec (1100 CE ? 1400 CE) and Toltec (900 CE ? 1150 CE) art. Mixtec (1100 CE ? 1400
CE) and Toltec (900 CE ? 1150 CE) art.

Compare and contrast Mixtec (1100 CE ? 1400 CE) and Toltec (900 CE ? 1150 CE) art.
3 HOURS Lecture: Aztec (1428 CE ? 1521) art.

Compare and contrast Aztec (1428 CE ? 1521) art.

2 Hour Final Exam
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METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:
Library materials, lectures, text assignments, slides, videos, internet, DVD and additional sources.

OUT OF CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:

Required Outside Hours 36

Assignment Description

Students will read and study from required texts an assigned articles.
Required Outside Hours 36

Assignment Description

Students will research and report on various historical artists and artistic eras on a regular basis throughout
the course.

Required Outside Hours 36
Assignment Description

Students will research and analyze a historic artist and artistic era and write a research paper on their
findings.
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METHODS OF EVALUATION:

Writing assignments

Evaluation Percent 20

Evaluation Description

Evaluation Description: Writing assignments: 20% Reading summaries, essay exams, research papers

Problem-solving assignments

Evaluation Percent 20

Evaluation Description

Evaluation Description: Papers Projects Journals Discussions

Objective examinations
Evaluation Percent 20
Evaluation Description: Objective examinations: 20% - 40% Multiple choice Matching items

Skill demonstrations
Evaluation Percent 20
Evaluation Description

Evaluation Description: Personal Journals: After watching the assigned videos, students will write a
response of a minimum of 100 words per video. This will be a response, not a recap of the videos. This
takes the place of the traditional lecture in the classroom.

Skill demonstrations
Evaluation Percent 20
Evaluation Description

Evaluation Description: Critical thinking: Working with a group of classmates, compare and contrast two
works of art in regards to

1) subject matter and iconography;

2) media and technique;

3) formal elements of art;

4) meaning and interpretation;

5) plausible time period, culture, or historical style

REPRESENTATIVE TEXTBOOKS:

The Art of Mesoamerica, 6th Edition, Mary Ellen Miller, Thames and Hudson, 2019 or a comparable
textbook/material.

13+ Grade Verified by: A Rosette

Continuum: North American Native Art at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Gaylord Torrence, Nelson-Atkins
Museum; lllustrated edition, 2020 or a comparable textbook/material.

14 Grade Verified by: Publisher

Art of the Ancient Americas, Gustlin and Gustlin, Libretext.org, 2025 or a comparable textbook/material.

Rationale: This textbook is the most up to date text of the art of the Ancient Americas and is a free OER ZTC
textbook eliminating any cost to the student

13th Grade Verified by: Deborah Gustlin
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ARTICULATION and CERTIFICATE INFORMATION
GAV GE:
GAV C1
GAV C2
GAV F
GAV Area 3
CSU GE:
CSU C1
IGETC:
IGETC 3A
CALGETC:
CALGETC Area 3A

CSU TRANSFER:
Transferable CSU

UC TRANSFER:
Transferable UC

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA:

Basic Skills: N

Classification: Y

Noncredit Category: Y

Cooperative Education:

Program Status: 1 Program Applicable
Special Class Status: N

C-ID: ARTH 145

Prior to College Level: Y

Non Credit Enhanced Funding: N
Funding Agency Code: Y

In-Service: N

Occupational Course: E

Course Control Number: CCC000117776
Sports/Physical Education Course: N
Taxonomy of Program: 220500

CIP: 540101
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