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5055 Santa Teresa Blvd 

Gilroy, CA  95023 

 

 

Course Outline 

  

COURSE:   CD 4  DIVISION:   50  ALSO LISTED AS:     

  

TERM EFFECTIVE:   Summer 2025   CURRICULUM APPROVAL DATE: 06/10/2025 

  

SHORT TITLE: OBSERVING CHILDREN 

  

LONG TITLE: Observing and Assessing Children 

  

Units Number of Weeks Type Contact Hours/Week Total Contact Hours 

3 18 Lecture:  3 54 

  Lab: 0 0 

  Other:  0 0 

  Total: 3 54 

 

Out of Class Hrs: 108.00  

Total Learning Hrs:  162.00 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

  

Introduces the appropriate use of assessment and observation tools and strategies to document young 
children’s development and learning. The use of findings to inform and plan learning environments and 
experiences are emphasized. Recording strategies, rating systems, portfolios, and multiple assessment 
tools will be discussed, along with strategies for collaboration with families and professionals  C-ID: (ECE 
200),   

  

CREDIT STATUS: D - Credit - Degree Applicable 

  

GRADING MODES 

 L - Standard Letter Grade 

 P - Pass/No Pass 

  

REPEATABILITY: N - Course may not be repeated 

  

SCHEDULE TYPES: 

 02 - Lecture and/or discussion 

 05 - Hybrid 

 71 - Dist. Ed Internet Simultaneous 

 72 - Dist. Ed Internet Delayed 
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

By the end of this course, a student should: 

1. Describe and evaluate the characteristics, strengths and limitations of common assessment tools related 
to children's developmental, cultural and linguistic 

characteristics. 

2. Complete systematic observations and assessments of children’s development and learning using a 
variety of data collection methods to inform classroom 

teaching, environment design, interactions, and curriculum. 

3. Describe the ethical and professional responsibilities for educators in observing and assessing young 
children’s development and learning 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

By the end of this course, a student should: 

1. Differentiate between various observation and assessment tools according to their purpose and validity. 

2. Demonstrate basic formative and summative assessment techniques. 

3. Apply knowledge of development and other influencing factors to interpret observations and assessments. 

4. Use standardized observation and assessment tools to evaluate quality in environments, interactions, and 
curriculum. 

5. Discuss logistical challenges, biases, and preconceptions about observing and assessing children. 

6. Demonstrate how observation and assessment are used to plan for and adjust learning experiences. 

7. Describe legal and ethical responsibilities about observation, assessment, documentation, and 
recordkeeping. 

8. Discuss the role of partnerships with families and other professionals in utilizing interpretations of 
observational and assessment data. 
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COURSE CONTENT: 

Curriculum Approval Date: 06/10/2025 

3 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: Confidentiality, legal and ethical responsibilities when observing and assessing 
young children. Review the NAEYC Advancing Equity in Early Childhood Education, the NAEYC Code of 
Ethics, and the Rights of the Child. 

3 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: Discuss the purpose and use of observations and assessments. Review inclusive 
practices and Universal Designs for Learning, the NAEYC Principles of Child Development and Learning, 
and Implications that inform our practices. Read the CA ECE Teacher Competencies. Introduce assessment 
tools, Running Records & Anecdotal Notes. 

6 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: Continue to review historical and current tools of observation and assessment;  
National and state standards and factors that impact observations and assessments such as social context, 
personal biases, preconceptions, environmental factors, and language. Assess strategies for dual language 
learners, children at risk, and children with special needs and disabilities.  Describe and evaluate 
characteristics, strengths, and limitations of assessment practices related to children's developmental, 
cultural, and linguistic growth. 

15 Hours 

Lecture and class discussion: Review children’s developmental domains (infant/toddler, preschool, TK). 
Discuss the observation process for children with disabilities and other special needs. Introduce Time/Event 
Samples, Questionnaires, Interviews, and Checklists. Review the National tools such as the Early Childhood 
Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS), Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS), and Quality 
Rating Improvement System (QRIS). State tools such as the Desired Results Developmental Profile 
(DRDP), and the resources of the California early care and learning systems. 

3 hours 

Lecture and class discussion: Review quantitative and qualitative observation, and recording techniques-
various observation strategies, documentation, portfolio collection, and record keeping. Differentiate 
between subjective and objective data collection and recording. 

3 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: Use observation tools to identify quality in a play-based environment, curriculum, 
and care routines.  Develop activities related to assessment within play-based environments, curriculum, 
and care routines for all children.  Review Inclusion and Universal Learning Design. 

6 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: Review the use of observation and assessment to monitor children’s health, well-
being, development, and learning. Determine, plan, and adjust teaching strategies and curriculum to meet 
various content and curriculum purposes, with a focus on the child’s interests, skills, and abilities, first and 
dual-language learners, environmental design needs, guidance, and behavior needs. 

3 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: Collaboration with families and professionals. Discuss the importance of 
observation and assessment as part of an ongoing process that supports all children and plays a role in 
early intervention. Promoting family involvement. Review the referral processes and the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Code of Ethical Conduct. 

6 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: The ongoing Cycle of Curriculum Development. Observation, Planning, 
Implementation, Assessment, and Reflection. Create a curriculum using the California Infant and Toddler 
Learning Foundations/Framework or the California Preschool Learning Foundations and Frameworks. 

3 Hours 

Lecture and discussion: Observations and assessments and family-teacher conferences. 

3 Hours 

Final/Presentation of Portfolios 
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METHODS OF INSTRUCTION: 

Lecture, videos, discussion, observation and demonstration, written assignments, reading, small group 
work, and presentations. 

 

OUT OF CLASS ASSIGNMENTS: 

Required Outside Hours 68 

Assignment Description 

Students complete 12 hours of observation over the semester. Students use all the assessment tools, 
documentation, and practices described in the course content.  Students review, summarize, analyze, and 
critique the child's progress during the semester using the California Learning Foundations for 
Infant/Toddlers, Preschoolers, and TK. 

 

Required Outside Hours 40 

Assignment Description 

Students review, summarize, analyze, and critique the child's progress during the semester using the 
California Learning Foundations for Infants/Toddlers, Preschoolers, and TK. Students complete a child's 
portfolio. 

 

METHODS OF EVALUATION: 

Writing assignments 

Evaluation Percent 15 

Evaluation Description 

Percent range of total grade: 15 % to 25 % 

Other: Child Observation Portfolio 

 

Problem-solving assignments 

Evaluation Percent 35 

Evaluation Description 

Percent range of total grade: 15 % to 35 % 

Homework Problems 

Quizzes 

Observations 

Case studies 

 

Skill demonstrations 

Evaluation Percent 35 

Evaluation Description 

Percent range of total grade: 15 % to 35 % 

Class demonstrations, observations, and creation of a child's portfolio. 

 

Objective examinations 

Evaluation Percent 15 

Evaluation Description 

Percent range of total grade: 15 % to 25 % 

Multiple Choice 

True/False 

Matching Items 

Completion 
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REPRESENTATIVE TEXTBOOKS: 

Observation & Assessment in Early Childhood Education , Gina Peterson and Emily Elam, Libretexts, 2021 
or a comparable textbook/material. 

ISBN: OER/ZTC 

Rationale: Latest update on the OER will be used. 

Reading level of text, Grade: 14 Grade Verified by: Verified by: Claire Boss 

 

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: 

California State Infant/Toddler/Preschool/TKLearning Foundations, Available at: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf 

 

California State Infant/Toddler Learning&Development Program Guidelines, Available at: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/itguidelines.pdf 

  

ARTICULATION and CERTIFICATE INFORMATION 

 CSU TRANSFER: 

  Transferable CSU 

 UC TRANSFER: 

  Not Transferable 

  

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA: 

Basic Skills: N 

Classification: Y 

Noncredit Category: Y 

Cooperative Education: 

Program Status: 1 Program Applicable 

Special Class Status: N 

C-ID: (ECE 200),   

Prior to College Level: Y 

Non Credit Enhanced Funding: N 

Funding Agency Code: Y 

In-Service: N 

Occupational Course: C 

Course Control Number: CCC000269467 

Sports/Physical Education Course: N 

Taxonomy of Program: 130500 

  

 


