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STATE OPERATIONS FUNDING IS REDUCED

The Chancellor’s Office provides leadership and oversight to the system, administers
dozens of systemwide programs, and manages day-to-day operations of the system. The
office is involved in implementing initiatives like Guided Pathways, basic skills and
transfer reforms, and the SCFF, as well as the statewide components of Vision 2030. In
addition, the Chancellor’s Office provides technical assistance to districts and conducts
regional and statewide professional development activities. Consistent with actions taken
in the 2024 Budget Act to apply administrative efficiency reductions to all state agencies,
the enacted budget for 2025-26 applies a reduction to the Chancellor’s Office operational
budget of $2.14 million (6% reduction) to reflect targeted operational efficiencies and
funding associated with vacant positions. The enacted budget keeps level the $§12.2
million in special funds and reimbursements for Chancellor’s Office operations.

Conclusion
The Appendices contain additional information as follows:

e Appendix A: Overview of the State Budget Process

e Appendix B: Board of Governors’ Budget and Legislative Request Compared to
Enacted Budget

e Appendix C: Local Budgets and State Requirements

e Appendix D: Districts’ Fiscal Health

e Appendix E: Glossary

Although the budget has been enacted, the Governor and Legislature could make changes
to the budgetin “clean-up” legislation over the summer or later this year. The
Chancellor’s Office will post updates concerning any changes made to the budget on the
Budget News section of the website.
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students. Funded credit FTES includes emergency conditions allowance protections, such
as those approved for fires and for the COVID-19 pandemic. Districts with emergency
conditions allowances approved per regulation will not have their full-time faculty
obligation reduced for actual reported FTES declines while the protection is in place.
target number of faculty is called the Faculty Obligation Number (FON). An additional
increase to the FON is required when the budget includes funds specifically for the
purpose of increasing the full-time faculty percentage. The chancellor is required to
assess a penalty for a district that does not meet its FON for a given year.

Fifty Percent Law

A second requirement related to budget levels is a statutory requirement that each
district spend at least half of its Current Expense of Education each fiscal year for salaries
and benefits of classroom instructors. Under existing law, a district may apply for an
exemption under limited circumstances.



Appendix D: Districts’ Fiscal Health

The Board of Governors has established standards for sound fiscal management and a
process to monitor and evaluate the financial health of community college districts.
These standards are intended to be progressive, with the focus on prevention and
assistance at theinitial level and more direct intervention at the highest level.

Under that process, each district is required to regularly report to its governing board the
status of the district's financial condition and to submit quarterly reports to the
Chancellor’s Office three times a year in November, February, and May. Based on these
reports, the Chancellor is required to determine if intervention is needed. Specifically,
intervention may be necessary if a district's report indicates a high probability that, if
trends continue unabated, the district will need an emergency apportionment from the
state within three years or that the district is not in compliance with principles of sound
fiscal management. The Chancellor’s Office’s intervention could include, but is not limited
to, requiring the submission of additional reports, requiring the district to respond to
specific concerns, or directing the district to prepare and adopt a plan for achieving fiscal
stability. The Chancellor also could assign a fiscal monitor or special trustee.

The Chancellor’s Office believes that the evaluation of fiscal health should not be limited
to times of crisis. Accordingly, the Fiscal Forward Portfolio has been implemented to
support best practices in governance and continued accreditation, and to provide training
and technical assistance to new chief executive officers and chief business officers
through personalized desk sessions with Chancellor’s Office staff.

The Chancellor’s Office’s ongoing fiscal health analysis includes review of key financial
indicators, results of annual audit reports, and other factors. A primary financial health
indicator is the district’s unrestricted reserves balance. The Chancellor’s Office
recommends that districts adopt policies to maintain sufficient unrestricted reserves
with a suggested minimum of two months of general fund operating expenditures or
revenues, consistent with Budgeting Best Practices published by the Government
Finance Officers Association.

Districts are strongly encouraged to regularly assess risks to their fiscal health. The Fiscal
Crisis and Management Assistance Team has developed a Fiscal Health Risk Analysis for
districts as a management tool to evaluate key fiscal indicators that may help measure a
district’s risk of insolvency in the current and two subsequent fiscal years.
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Appendix E: Glossary

Appropriation: Money set apart by legislation for a specific use, with limits in the amount
and period during which the expenditure is to be recognized.

Augmentation: An increase to a previously authorized appropriation or allotment.

Bond Funds: Funds used to account for the receipt and disbursement of non-self-
liquidating general obligation bond proceeds.

Budget: A plan of operation expressed in terms of financial or other resource
requirements for a specific period.

Budget Act (BA): An annual statute authorizing state departments to expend
appropriated funds for the purposes stated in the Governor's Budget, amended by the
Legislature, and signed by the Governor.

Budget Year (BY): The next state fiscal year, beginning July 1 and ending June 30, for
which the Governor's Budget is submitted (i.e., the year following the current fiscal year).

Capital Outlay: Expenditures that result in acquisition or addition of land, planning and
construction of new buildings, expansion or modification of existing buildings, or
purchase of equipment related to such construction, or a combination of these.

Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA): Increases provided in state-funded programs
intended to offset the effects of inflation.

Current Year (CY): The present state fiscal year, beginning July 1 and ending June 30 (in
contrast to past or future periods).

Deferrals: Late payments to districts when the state cannot meet its funding obligations.
Deferrals allow districts to budget for more money than the state will provide in a given
year. A district is permitted to spend as if there is no deferral. Districts typically rely on
local reserves or short-term loans (e.g., TRANS) to cover spending for the fiscal year.

Department of Finance (DOF or Finance): A state fiscal control agency. The Director of
Finance is appointed by the Governor and serves as the chief fiscal policy advisor.

Education Protection Account (EPA): The Education Protection Account (EPA) was
created in November 2012 by Proposition 30, the Schools and Local Public Safety
Protection Act of 2012, and amended by Proposition 55 in November 2016. Of the funds in
the account, 89 percent is provided to K-12 education and 11 percent to community
colleges. These funds are set to expire on December 31, 2030.

Expenditure: Amount of an appropriation spent or used.

Fiscal Year (FY): A 12-month budgeting and accounting period. In California state
government, the fiscal year begins July 1 and ends the following June 30.

Fund: A legal budgeting and accounting entity that provides for the segregation of
moneys or other resources in the State Treasury for obligations in accordance with
specific restrictions or limitations.
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General Fund (GF): The predominant fund for financing state operations; used to account
for revenues that are not specifically designated by any other fund.

Governor’s Budget: The publication the Governor presents to the Legislature by January
10 each year, which includes recommended expenditures and estimates of revenues.

Lease Revenue Bond: Lease-revenue bonds are used in the state’s capital outlay program
to finance projects. The revenue stream paying the debt service on the bond is created
from lease payments made by the occupying entity to the governmental financing entity
which constructs the facility or causes it to be constructed.

Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO): A nonpartisan office that provides fiscal and policy
advice to the Legislature.

Local Assistance: Expenditures made for the support of local government or other locally
administered activities.

May Revision: An update to the Governor’s Budget presented by Finance to the
Legislature by May 14 of each year.

Past Year or Prior Year (PY): The most recently completed state fiscal year, beginning
July 1 and ending June 30.

Proposition 98: A section of the California Constitution that, among other provisions,
specifies a minimum funding guarantee for schools and community colleges. California
Community Colleges typically receive 10.93% of the funds.

Related and Supplemental Instruction (RSI): An organized and systematic form of
instruction designed to provide apprentices with knowledge including the theoretical and
technical subjects related and supplemental to the skill(s) involved.

Reserve: An amount set aside in a fund to provide for an unanticipated decline in revenue
or increase in expenditures.

Revenue: Government income, generally derived from taxes, licenses and fees, and
investment earnings, which are appropriated for the payment of public expenses.

State Operations: Expenditures for the support of state government.
Statute: A law enacted by the Legislature.

Workload Budget: The level of funding needed to support the current cost of already-
authorized services.
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