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Supplemental Instruction Pre/Post Survey 
 
 

Introduction 
English Supplemental Instruction (SI) provides in-class support provided by students.  Student 
aids assist students in a variety of ways both inside the classroom and in outside-class 
sessions.  In an effort to learn about the impact of the supplemental instruction program on 
students’ success, a pre and post survey were administered to a sample of Basic Skills English 
students whose class received SI support.  Students’ perceptions of their skills and their 
expectations for success were assessed during the first week of the course and near the end 
of the course.   
 

Methods 
A brief survey was administered to students in Basic Skills English courses during the first few 
weeks of class.  The survey was provided to instructors for administration by SI leaders.  The 
same survey was administered to the same courses with the same process in the last few 
weeks of the course.  The survey was composed of items that assessed students’ perception 
of their English and study skills (See Appendix A).  An additional set of items asked students 
about their expectations for success in courses and their academic and professional goals.  
These two sets of items were combined to form two scales, skills and success expectations.  
Lastly, the post assessment asked about a student’s participation in the outside-of-class SI 
sessions.    
 
There were a total of 159 students who completed a pre-survey.  Only, 69 students 
completed a survey that was matched with a pre-survey, which represented a 43% match.  
For each item and the two scales, matched sample t-test analyses were conducted.   
 
 

Results  
Using a matched t-test, several of the skills items significantly increased (See Table 1).  For 
example, students’ reported skills of writing with a computer increased 28% from pre to post.  
Comparing all the combined skill items from pre to post, skills scores increased significantly 
(p=.001) (See Table 2).   
 
For the items that assessed students’ expectations for success, several items decreased from 
pre to post.  For example, students’ perception of their likelihood to reach their academic goals 
significantly (p=.000) decreased (See Table 1).  Expectations for success scale scores, while not 
significant, decreased as well (See Table 2).    
 
Of the students who completed a post survey, 11.3% reported that they attended an SI 
session outside of class time.   
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Table 1: Pre-Post comparison of individual variables.   
 Variable pair Mean Significance 

Pre Rating your skills: Writing 2.74 

Rating your skills: Writing 3.00 .021* 
Pre Rating your skills: Using what you read in your 
writing 2.44 

Rating your skills: Using what you read in your writing 3.05 .672 

Pre Rating your skills: Constructing an essay 3.00 

Rating your skills: Constructing an essay 2.89 .522 

Pre Rating your skills: Writing with a computer 2.47 

Rating your skills: Writing with a computer 3.17 .011* 

Pre Rating your skills: Researching for paper 3.05 

Rating your skills: Researching for paper 2.80 .085* 

Pre Rating your skills: Keeping  up in my class 2.75 

Rating your skills: Keeping up in my class 3.13 .012* 

Pre Rating your skills: Studying for classes 3.14 

Rating your skills: Studying for classes 2.88 .754 

Pre Likelihood of passing English class 3.19 

Likelihood of passing English class 3.20 .123 

Pre Likelihood of passing all classes 3.27 

Likelihood of passing all classes 3.25 .405 

Pre Likelihood of graduating GC 3.23 

Likelihood of graduating GC 3.05 .082* 

Pre Likelihood of reaching academic goals 3.26 

Likelihood of reaching academic goals 3.11 .000** 

Pre Likelihood of reaching professional goals 2.36 

Likelihood of reaching professional goals 3.21 .890 
* Significant at the <.01 level. 
** Significant at the <.001.   

 
Table 2: Pre-post comparison of scale scores.   

  Mean Significance 
Pre skills average 2.7962   

Post skills average 2.9864 .001** 

Pre likelihood of success 3.0623  

Post likelihood of success 3.1623 0.179 

* Significant at the <.01 level. 
** Significant at the <.001.   

 
Summary 
Prior to considering the results several weaknesses of the current study must be 
acknowledged.  Firstly, the number of students who had both pre and post surveys was small.  
The reduced number of matches could be due to students having dropped the class or mis-
entering their G#s on the survey.   Thus, the omission of these students could have affected 
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the findings.  For example, the skill building increases found in the current sample may not 
have been found in students who did not complete a post survey.  Additionally, any increases 
in self-reported skills may not be attributable to the supplemental instruction support 
program, but to the various other factors that influence students’ success.   
 
Recognizing these weaknesses, some trends seemed to emerge.  Firstly, students seemed to 
report some increased skills from pre to post survey.  Both English and overall skills saw 
substantial increases, with only constructing an essay and researching for a paper decreasing.  
With the combination of all the skill items into a scale, students self-reported scores showed 
an increase from pre to post.  While the lack of improvements in researching and 
constructing an essay are concerning, other increases are encouraging.  Again, these increases 
may not be due to the support provided by the SI leaders.  Ad hoc analyses found no 
differences between those who did and did not report attending an out-of-class SI session for 
skill or success expectation changes.   
 
For success expectations, students’ scores seemed to slightly increase for short term goals 
such as course success and decrease for long term goals such as likelihood of achieving 
professional goals.  Only likelihood of graduating and reaching academic goals, however, decreased 
significantly.    These shifts again may not have been influenced by participation in the English 
SI program and may represent students’ emerging understanding of the difficulties facing them 
in the achievement of their long term goals.   
 
Future studies need to increase the proportion of students who are pre/post matched.  Also, 
adding an item that assesses students’ involvement with the SI program will aid in the 
understanding of the contribution of the SI program in any increases or decreases.   
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Appendix A: Post Survey 
 

 


