
Gavilan College Institutional Research  March, 12  
 
 

Natural Science Supplemental Instruction Survey (Fall12) 
 
 

Introduction 
In an effort to learn more about students’ experiences in the Natural Sciences Supplemental 
Instruction program, a survey was administered in classes receiving SI support.   
 

Methods  
The survey was developed by the SI faculty and staff and the Office of Institutional Research and was 
administered to students in courses receiving SI support (See survey Appendix A).  A total of 305 
students completed the survey.  Ninety-four percent of the sample reported that they had a SI 
leader in their course.  Table 1 shows the number of respondents from each course.   
 
 
Table 1: Survey respondents by course.   
 Count 

Bio1 16 

Bio10 47 

Bio12 10 

Bio13 17 

Bio15 38 

Bio4 26 

Bio7 31 

Bio8 44 

Bio9 20 

chem1A 5 

chem30A 34 

ecol1 18 

 
          
 
 
Results  
It appeared that a majority of students attended a SI session at least once (see Table 2).  Table 3 and 
4 show the reasons why and why not students gave for attending or not attending a SI session.  
Lastly, a majority of students reported that SI sessions were either “helpful” or “very helpful” on 
various aspects associated with the course.  For example, 79.7% of respondents reported that the SI 
sessions were “helpful” or “very helpful” in helping them understanding the material.   
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Table 2: Frequency of students’ SI participation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Table 3: Students’ reported reasons for attending SI sessions.   
 Yes 

 Count % 

Why attend: Instructor offered course credit for attending 61 19.9% 

Why attend: I knew I needed help 112 36.6% 

Why attend: I was impressed by the introduction by the SI Lead 21 6.9% 

Why attend: I heard about it from other students 31 10.1% 

Why attend: Emails from my SI reminded me 44 14.4% 

Why attend: The Instructor recommended SI 55 18.0% 

Why attend: Other 16 5.2% 

 
 
Table 4: Students’ reported reasons for not attending SI sessions.   
 Yes 

 Count % 

Reason for not attending: I had schedule conflicts 156 51.0% 

Reason for not attending: I didn't need the help 38 12.4% 

Reason for not attending: I didn't like the SI leader 9 2.9% 

Reason for not attending: I didn't like the content of the sessions 6 2.0% 

Reason for not attending: I didn't find the sessions helpful 27 8.8% 

Reason for not attending: I didn't know what it was 2 .7% 

Reason for not attending: Other 22 7.2% 

 
 
 

 

Never Once Once a month Once a week 

Multiple times a 

week 

 Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

How many 

sessions did you 

attend? 

134 43.8% 44 14.4% 42 13.7% 48 15.7% 38 12.4% 
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Table 5: Respondents reporting of the helpfulness of SI sessions.   
 Not helpful A little helpful Helpful Very helpful 

 Count % Count % Count % Count % 

How helpful was SI in understanding the 

material 
9 5.2% 26 15.1% 66 38.4% 71 41.3% 

How helpful was SI in study strategies 21 12.9% 37 22.7% 63 38.7% 42 25.8% 

How helpful was SI in keeping up with the 

course 
14 8.6% 19 11.7% 67 41.1% 63 38.7% 

How helpful was SI in meeting other students 17 10.5% 24 14.8% 60 37.0% 61 37.7% 

How helpful was SI in motivation to do well 

in class 
15 9.3% 25 15.5% 56 34.8% 65 40.4% 

How helpful was SI in enjoyment of the 

course 
14 9.0% 25 16.0% 62 39.7% 55 35.3% 

 
 
Summary 
Prior to considering the results, it must be recognized that these data are only a sample of all class 
students.  Nearly all students reported that they had a SI leader, which suggests that students are 
recognizing that they have an SI leader assigned to their course.  Based on these survey responses, 
most students attended at least one SI session (56%).   
 
The most popular reasons for attending the SI session was because they needed help (37%) or 
because the instructor offered extra credit (20%).  The most popular reason for not attending was a 
scheduling conflict (51%).   
 
Lastly, most students report that SI sessions were helpful in a variety of ways for example, 
motivation and understanding course materials.  In sum, the SI support seems to be reaching most 
students and having a positive impact of most of its participants.   
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Appendix A 
Supplemental Instructor (SI) Program Survey:  

In order to help us improve our courses, we would like to learn more about your experience as a 
student.  Participation in this survey is voluntary.  If you choose not to participate, it will not affect your 
status as a student or as a participant in any program.  It is anonymous so please do not put your name 
on the survey.   

Please identify this course (eg, BIO7, ANTH3, MATH1A):  ________________________________ 
 

1. Does this class have a designated SI leader/tutor?  
□ YES 
□ NO 

2. Approximately how frequently have you attended SI sessions for this class?  
□ Never   (if you select this box please skip to Question 5) 
□ Once    
□ Once a Month         
□ Once a Week   
□ Multiple times a Week  

3. Why did you attend the SI sessions? (Check any that apply. Skip this question if you did not participate in SI sessions): 
□ Instructor offered Course Credit for attending 
□ I knew I needed help 
□ I was impressed by the introduction by the SI Leader at the beginning of the semester 
□ I heard about it from other students 
□ Emails from my SI reminded me 
□ The Instructor recommended SI 
□ Other__________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How helpful was the SI tutoring session for you? (Skip this question if you did not participate in SI sessions): 
 Not 

Helpful 
A Little 
Helpful Helpful 

Very 
Helpful 

Not 
Applicable 

understanding the material □ □ □ □ □ 

study strategies □ □ □ □ □ 

keeping up with the course □ □ □ □ □ 

meeting other students □ □ □ □ □ 

motivation to do well in class □ □ □ □ □ 

enjoyment of the course □ □ □ □ □ 

5. Did you know that there was an Ilearn class shell for the SI Program? 
□ YES 
□ NO 

6. If you DID NOT ATTEND any SI sessions or if you STOPPED attending SI sessions, please identify why: (check any that 
apply) 

□ I had schedule conflicts 
□ I didn’t need the help 
□ I didn’t like the SI leader 
□ I didn’t like the content of the sessions 
□ I didn’t find the sessions helpful 
□ I didn’t know what it was 
□ Other: ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
 

7. Please provide any suggestions as to how to improve the program
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