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Introduction 
In an effort to learn more about the effect of accelerated English courses, a study was 
developed to compare student performance and retention in accelerated and non-
accelerated courses.  Accelerated courses offer students the opportunity to take both 
reading and writing together and to advance to transferable English at a faster pace.  In 
addition to this faster pace, supplemental support is also provided to students in these 
courses.   
 
The performance of accelerated students was compared to non-accelerated students 
from Fall 12 and Spring 13 using success and retention rates as indicators.  Both Math 
and English rates were compared.  Success rate is the proportion of students enrolled in 
a class at census who completed the class with a C or above.  Retention is the 
proportion of students enrolled in a class at census who received a grade of some kind.   
 
Students’ from the Fall 12 and Spring 12 terms were also tracked to compare the 
persistence and success in transferable English (ENGL1A).   

 
Results  
Overall, accelerated courses seemed to have higher success and retention rates as 
compared to those courses that were not accelerated (See Table 1).  These differences 
were found in both Math and English accelerated courses.  In contrast, the non-
accelerated students had higher rates of both persistence and success in the subsequent 
transferable English course (1A) (See Table 3).  This data was not yet available for the 
Math course.   
 
 
Table 1: Fall 12 and SP13 English accelerated model comparison.   

 
Table 2: SP13 Math accelerated model comparison.   

 
 
 
 
 

 Accelerated  Non- Accelerated Accelerated Non- Accelerated 
 

Success Retention  
Fall 12 67.9% 56.3% 83.3% 78.7% 

Sp 13 63.9% 50.0% 86.9% 75.6% 

 Accelerated 
(Math 235) 

Non- Accelerated 
(Math 205/233) 

Accelerated 
(Math 235) 

Non- Accelerated 
(Math 205/233) 

 
Success Retention  

Sp 13 61.76% 55.27% 88.2% 78.9% 
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Table 3: Comparison of cohorts’ subsequent persistence and success in ENGL 1A.   

 
 
Summary 
Prior to summarizing the results, several weaknesses of the current study must be 
acknowledged.  Firstly, the accelerated courses had students who had either taken the 
precursor course or tested into the course.  Post-hoc analysis from Fall 12, revealed 
that only 45% of the students would not have been eligible to take the English course.  
In addition, any differences between the non-accelerated and accelerated groups may 
not be due to the intervention, but rather the characteristics of the course, students, or 
the instructor.  For example, the accelerated course had a lower number of students 
than the comparison courses.  Further, the number of students for some comparisons is 
small, particularly in the accelerated group.  Having a small group contributes to the 
possibility that any effects found or not found may be due to confounding factors.   
 
Recognizing these limitations, some marked differences were found.  Overall, the 
accelerated course students were retained and succeeded at substantially higher levels 
in both Math and English.   These differences are surprising since this course moved at 
faster pace and included students who were eligible to take a lower level course.  These 
differences, again, may be due to differences in instructors, but are worth noting.   
 
Following students from Spring 12 and Fall 12, through the transferable English course, 
the non-accelerated students persisted and succeeded at significantly higher levels.  
These findings are in contrast to the significantly higher success and retention rates in at 
the course level.  Looking closer at these results, it appears that a large proportion of 
accelerated students did not moving on to transfer level English within the cohort time 
period.   This low persistence rate may be due to English accelerated students moving 
into Math acceleration prior to taking the transferable English course.  This English first 
and then Math pathway has been recommended by accelerated instructors.  Of those 
who did take the transferable English course, accelerated students passed at a higher 
rate than non-accelerated students.  Due to the small sample, these results should be 
interpreted with caution.  Future research needs to repeat these analyses to see if these 
patterns continue.     

 Accelerated 
(29/28) 

Non- Accelerated 
(134/125) 

Accelerated 
(29/28) 

Non- Accelerated 
(134/125) 

 Persistence (enrollment in 1A) Success (passing 1A) 
Sp12-Sp13 48.28% 71.64% 31.03% 40.30% 

Fall 12-SP13 28.57% 64.77% 21.43% 40.41% 


