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The list of works cited should appear as the last page of your research paper.  Begin the list on a new page and 
put your last name and the page number at the upper right corner of the page, continuing the page numbers of 
the text.  Begin the list with the heading Works Cited, centered.  The entire list should be double-spaced and in 
alphabetical order by the last name of each author.  If the author’s name is unknown, alphabetize by the title, 
ignoring any initial A, An or The.  This is an example of what the top of your Works Cited page should look like: 
 

 
 
There is a proper way to cite every kind of source.  Some of the most common are listed below.  Remember, 
your entire list should be in alphabetical order.  Don’t group each type of source by category (like books, 
articles, etc.). Categories shown here are for your clarity. 
 
BOOKS 
Single author Byrne, Ruth M. The Rational Imagination: How People Create 

Alternatives to Reality. Cambridge, MA: MIT P, 2005. 
 
 
Two authors  Stiglitz, Joseph E., and Andrew Charlton. Fair Trade for  
    All: How Trade Can Promote Development. Oxford: Oxford UP,    
                                                         2005. 

 
                    Book with one    Laylander, Don and Jerry D. Moore, eds. The Prehistory of Baja California:   
                    or two editors     Advances in the Archaeology of the Forgotten Peninsula.    

         Gainesville, U P of Florida: 2006. 
 
More than two Evans, Alfred B., ed., et al. Russian Civil Society : A Critical Assessment. 
 editors                                Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2006. 
 
Essay  Ricketts, Edward, F. “A Spiritual Morphology of Poetry.” Breaking through:  

Essays, Journals, and Travelogues of Edward F. Ricketts. Ed. 
Rodger, Katharine A. Berkeley: U of California P, 2006.  

       105-118. 
 
ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES  
Signed (author given) Tejada-Flores, Rick. “Cesar Chavez (1927-1993).” The Oxford  
   Encyclopedia of Latinos & Latinas in the United States. Oxford:  
   Oxford U P, 2005. 
 
Unsigned (no author) “Nurses.” Women During the Civil War: An Encyclopedia.  
  New York: Routledge, 2007.                      
 
 



 
 
MAGAZINES & NEWSPAPERS   
Magazine article signed Silverman, Gillian. “It's a Bird, It's a Plane, It's Plagiarism Buster!” 
   Newsweek 15 July 2002:12. 
  
 
Journal Article Signed    Sullivan, Shannon. "The German Invention of Race.”  Eighteenth-

Century Studies 41 (2008): 273-6. . 
 
Newspaper Article   “Better Ways to Deal with The Evil of Drug Abuse.” Wall Street Journal  
Unsigned   4 Mar. 2008, Eastern ed.: A15. 
    
 

INTERVIEWS 
 
Interview in Person Kinsella, Steve. Personal Interview. 4 Mar. 2008. 
 
Interview in Print Obama, Barack. Interview. “Interview with Barack Obama.” With  

Rebecca Holm. McClatchy - Tribune Business News  3  
Mar. 2008: B1.  

 
 
 
 

Parenthetical References 
 
 

In MLA style, your sources are acknowledged by adding brief parenthetical references within 
your text.  This coincides with your Works Cited page at the end of your paper. Generally, the 
author’s last name and a page number are enough to identify the source. The following are 
some examples of parenthetical documentation: 
 
General Parenthetical reference 
 
Google’s founders “were certainly armed with a healthy disregard for the impossible” (Vise 11).  
 
Parenthetical reference when the author’s name appears in the text of your paper 
 
David Vise captures the essence of Google when he states that the founders “were certainly 
armed with a healthy disregard for the impossible” (11). 
 
Corresponding MLA Works Cited reference 
 
Vise, David A. The Google Story. New York: Random House, 2005. 
 
 
 

 
If you need help, please ask a reference librarian for assistance. 
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