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                     Based on MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The list of works cited should appear as the last page of your research paper.  Begin the list on a new page and 
put your last name and the page number at the upper right corner of the page, continuing the page numbers of 
the text.  Begin the list with the heading Works Cited, centered.  The entire list should be double-spaced and in 
alphabetical order by the last name of each author.  If the author’s name is unknown, alphabetize by the title, 
ignoring any initial A, An or The.  This is an example of what the top of your Works Cited page should look like: 
 

 
 
There is a proper way to cite every kind of source.  Some of the most common are listed below.  Remember, 
your entire list should be in alphabetical order.  Don’t group each type of source by category (like books, 
articles, etc.). Categories shown here are for your clarity. 
 
BOOKS 
Single author Byrne, Ruth M. The Rational Imagination: How People Create 

Alternatives to Reality. Cambridge, MA: MIT P, 2005. Print. 
 
 
Two authors  Stiglitz, Joseph E., and Andrew Charlton. Fair Trade for  
    All: How Trade Can Promote Development. Oxford: Oxford UP,    
                                                         2005. Print. 

 
                    Book with one    Laylander, Don and Jerry D. Moore, eds. The Prehistory of Baja California:   
                    or two editors     Advances in the Archaeology of the Forgotten Peninsula.    

         Gainesville: U P of Florida, 2006. Print. 
 
More than two Evans, Alfred B., ed., et al. Russian Civil Society : A Critical Assessment. 
 editors                                Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2006. Print. 
 
Essay  Ricketts, Edward, F. “A Spiritual Morphology of Poetry.” Breaking through:  

Essays, Journals, and Travelogues of Edward F. Ricketts. Ed. 
Rodger, Katharine A. Berkeley: U of California P, 2006.  

       105-118. Print. 
 
ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES  
Signed (author given) Tejada-Flores, Rick. “Cesar Chavez (1927-1993).” The Oxford  
   Encyclopedia of Latinos & Latinas in the United States. Oxford:  
   Oxford U P, 2005. Print. 
 
Unsigned (no author) “Nurses.” Women During the Civil War: An Encyclopedia.  
  New York: Routledge, 2007. Print.                     
 
 



 
 
 
 
MAGAZINES & NEWSPAPERS   
Magazine article signed Silverman, Gillian. “It's a Bird, It's a Plane, It's Plagiarism Buster!” 
   Newsweek 15 July 2002:12. Print. 
  
 
Journal Article Signed    Sullivan, Shannon. "The German Invention of Race.”  Eighteenth-

Century Studies 41 (2008): 273-6. Print. 
 
Newspaper Article   “Better Ways to Deal with the Evil of Drug Abuse.” Wall Street Journal  
Unsigned   4 Mar. 2008, Eastern ed.: A15. Print. 
    
 
INTERVIEWS 
Interview in Person Kinsella, Steve. Personal interview. 4 Sept. 2009. 
 
Interview in Print Obama, Barack. Interview. “Interview with Barack Obama.” With  

Rebecca Holm. McClatchy - Tribune Business News   
3 Mar. 2008: B1. Print. 

 
 

Parenthetical References 
 
 

In MLA style, your sources are acknowledged by adding brief parenthetical references within 
your text.  This coincides with your Works Cited page at the end of your paper. Generally, the 
author’s last name and a page number are enough to identify the source. The following are 
some examples of parenthetical documentation: 
 
 
 
General Parenthetical reference 
 
Google’s founders “were certainly armed with a healthy disregard for the impossible” (Vise 11).  
 
Parenthetical reference when the author’s name appears in the text of your paper 
 
David Vise captures the essence of Google when he states that the founders “were certainly 
armed with a healthy disregard for the impossible” (11). 
 
Corresponding MLA Works Cited reference 
 
Vise, David A. The Google Story. New York: Random House, 2005. 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                           
Internet and Multimedia Sources 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Some of the most common Internet and multimedia sources are listed below.  Remember, your entire list 
should be in alphabetical order.  Don’t group each type of source by category (like web sites, videos, 
etc.). Categories shown here are for your clarity. 

 
 

Sites (General MLA Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Web Site (homepage).         
Format)  Name of institution/organization sponsoring site, Date of  
  Posting/Revision. <URL if including>. Web. Date of access. 
 
 
Article on a Web Site  "Using Modern Language Association (MLA) Format." Purdue 

Online Writing Lab. Purdue University, 2009. Web.  
2 Oct. 2009.             

 
 
Online Encyclopedia "Computer-assisted Instruction." Encyclopædia Britannica Online.   
  Encyclopædia Britannica, 2009. Web. 18 Sept. 2009.   
 
   
Subscription Service Hoagland, Doug. “Back to School: When the Economy Goes Down,  
Newspaper Article   Community Colleges Get Crowded.” The Fresno Bee 
   22 July 2008: n. pag. Newspaper Source Plus. Web.  
   15 Sept. 2009.    
 
     

                        Subscription Service            Dolan, Thomas G. "The Community College Crisis: How Serious?" 
Magazine Article    The Education Digest.1 Nov. 2005: 50-54. Academic Search 

   Premier. Web. 14 Sept 2009. 
                           
                                                    

CQ Researcher Online  Hatch, Dave. "Drug Company Ethics." CQ Researcher 
Article   6 June 2003: 521-44. CQ Researcher Online. Web. 23 Sept. 2009. 
  
 
Literature Resource Korb, Rena. “Critical Essay on Telling Tales." Drama for Students. Vol. 19. 
Center  2004: n. pag.  Rpt. in Contemporary Literary Criticism. Web.  
  18 Sept. 2009.  

 
              

WWW Magazine Boutwell, Jeffrey and Michael Klare. “A Scourge of Small  
Article  Arms.” Scientific American, June 2000. Scientific American. 
  Web. 1 Oct. 2009.  
   
NetLibrary eBook         Rozakis, Laurie. Test Taking Strategies and Study Skills for the Utterly  
   Confused. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2003. NetLibrary.   
                                                      2001- 2009. Web. 30 Sept. 2009.  
 
 
Opposing Viewpoints MacReady, Norra. "Television Viewing May Cause ADHD Among       
Article       Children." Rpt. in At Issue: Attention Deficit/ Hyperactivity Disorder. 

Ed. William Dudley. San Diego: Greenhaven P, 2005. Opposing     
             Viewpoints Resource Center. Web. 13 Sept. 2009.  
 
 



 
Daily Life Online Brown, Isabel Zakrzewski. "Dominican Republic: Los Quinceaños: 
Article  (The Coming-Out Party).” Culture and Customs of the Dominican 
  Republic. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1999. Daily Life Online. 

Web. 16 Aug. 2009. 
 
Blog Post ScuttleMonkey.  “What is the Best Way to Start a Paid GPL Project?”  
  Oct. 2007. <http://ask.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid= 
  07/10/05/1756217>. Web. 6 Oct. 2009.  
 
Video recording Ansel Adams: A Documentary Film. Dir. Ric Burns. 2002. Sierra  
   Club Productions and Steeplechase Films, 2004. DVD. 
 
 
Online Videos  “The Davos Question 2008.” YouTube, 2009.  
   <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDdqs-OZWw9o>. Web.  
   17 Sept. 2009.  
        

 
 
 
 

Parenthetical References 
 
 

In MLA style, your sources are acknowledged by adding brief parenthetical references within 
your text.  This coincides with your Works Cited page at the end of your paper. Generally, the 
author’s last name or title (when the author’s name is unknown) are enough to identify the 
source. The following are some examples of parenthetical documentation: 
  
 
General Parenthetical reference 
 
The ldiom, “ace” often means making an A on a school assignment (Oliver).  
 
Parenthetical reference when the author’s name appears in the text of your paper 
 
According to Dennis Oliver, the idiom, ‘ace’ means to “make an ‘A’ on a test, homework 
assignment, project, etc.” 
 
 
Corresponding MLA Works Cited reference 
 
Oliver, Dennis. “ESL Idiom Page.”  Dave’s ESL Café, (1995-2007). Web. 12 Sept. 2009.  
 
 
 

 
If you need help, please ask a reference librarian for assistance. 
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