
eBooks   
 
 
Through Gavilan Library you have access to over 12,000 electronic books available through links from 
our online catalog. In addition, when you search the collection, you'll note an option for publicly accessible 
eBooks - classic works of literature and history. If you only wish to search and browse eBooks, at the 
Gavilan library, you will not need to create an account. If, however you wish to browse from off-campus, 
you will need to create an account that identifies you as an authorized user. To create an account, you 
need to use one of Gavilan library’s computers or the login link from the library homepage. Once you’ve 
set up an account, you can view the electronic books anywhere you access the Internet.  
 
How to set up an account   
 
From the Gavilan library web page at http://www.gavilan.edu/library/, click on the eBooks Login link:  

 

 
 
Once logged in, look at the upper right-hand corner. You will see a Create a Free Account link:  
 

 
 
Searching for an eBook  
 
Start your search in one of two places: the Basic Search box is located at the top left of your browser 
window and looks like this: 
 

 
 

 
A keyword search allows you to search for a word or phrase in the title, author, Library of Congress 
subject heading, etc. fields. To perform a keyword search, enter the search term and click on the red 
Search button. 
 
 
  
 
 
To perform a more advanced 
search, click on the link, Try 
Advanced Search located below 
the Basic Search box for more 
searching options. Fill in any or all 
of the fields that appear on the 
screen including title, author, 
subject, keywords, full text, etc. 
Click on the red search button to 
display search results. For this 
search, we are using the term 
alternative medicine as our subject. 
 

 
 
 
 



Browsing an eBook 
 
You may browse an eBook without logging in when you are on the Gavilan campus. Browsing an eBook 
is the equivalent of taking a book off the shelf and looking through it. While you are actively using it, no 
other user will have access to it. If 15 minutes elapses without active use, the book is “put back on the 
shelf” and another user will have access. 
 
How to browse an eBook: 
 
1. Search for an eBook. 
2. Select an eBook title from your search results by clicking on its View this eBook link.  
3. The eBook is displayed.  
 
In addition to browsing through an eBook’s table of contents, you 
can also conduct a keyword search throughout the entire book’s 
contents. To do this, click on the eBook’s Search tab.  
 
On the next screen, type in your term(s) and click on the Search button.   
 

 
  

 
The eBook database will then respond with the number 
of times your term(s) appeared in the eBook  
and on how many pages. Click Next to see the next 
occurrence of your term. 

 
  
 
When you are finished reading the book, click on the Close Item link on the upper left side of the page to 
return it to the eBook viewing collection.  
 
How to access eBooks using the Gavilan library online catalog 
 
When you are searching the Gavilan online catalog, you may come across eBooks in your search results 
list. If you are in the the eBook’s full record Holdings screen, click on the blue link, 
 

Click to access this electronic book via the World Wide Web 
 

If you are in the screen that shows the titles resulting from your search: 
1. Click on the underlined eBook title link. 
 

 
 
 
2. Click on the link, Click to access this electronic book via the World Wide Web. This will take you to 
the electronic book.                                                                             
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